

Adopted 4/25/17


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Newby, R. Brown, Crescimbeni, Bowman, Brosche, Hazouri, K. Brown, R. Gaffney, Morgan, Carter, Becton, Anderson, Wilson, Dennis, Love and Boyer:
RESOLUTION 2017-293-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING DARNELL SMITH FOR HIS OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AS 2017 CHAIR OF THE JAX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND  HIS  LEADERSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville is fortunate in having leaders in the private sector who provide leadership, time and their energy to improving Jacksonville’s quality of life; and

WHEREAS,
Darnell Smith, Florida Blue Market President, North Florida Region, is the consummate civic leader whose commitment to the community is widely recognized for its earnestness and  achievements; Darnell Smith epitomizes Teddy Roosevelt’s “citizen in action”
; and

WHEREAS,
Darnell Smith earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Florida State University; he is a graduate of the Advanced Management Program At Harvard Business School and the Advanced HR Executive Program at the University of Michigan; he is an active member of Leadership Jacksonville and Leadership Florida; and
WHEREAS,
throughout his career, Mr. Smith has been exceedingly active in serving the community through services on organization boards including United Way of Northeast Florida, First Coast YMCA, Sulzbacher Center, Communities in Schools  Florida, Cathedral Arts Project, the Otis Smith Foundation, PACE Center for Girls in Jacksonville, Ritz Theatre & Museum, and Feeding Northeast Florida; and

WHEREAS,
Darnell Smith has demonstrated leadership skills in developing the community through numerous boards that include the JAX Chamber Board of Directors, serving as the 2017 Chair, the Economic Development Council of Tallahassee, JAXUSA Policy Council, the Board of Directors of the Florida Blue Foundation, and chair for community events such as the 2016 American Heart Association Heart Walker and the 2016 March of Dimes’ March for Babies; and
WHEREAS,
since 2013, Darnell Smith has been the Market President of the North Florida Region for Florida Blue, responsible for business market growth
 as well as customer and community involvement across 36 North Florida counties stretching from Palm Coast through Pensacola; demanding as his responsibilities are with Florida Blue, Darnell Smith has found the time to provide his leadership skills to a broad range of initiatives that have improved the quality of life for our citizens and we are grateful for his generosity, vision and commitment; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor Darnell Smith for his leadership as 2017 Chair of the JAX Chamber Board of Directors and for his leadership in the community and wishes him continued success in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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